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GRANT SUCCESS TIED TO PARTNERSHIP

NELSONVILLE--The power of part-
nership was front and center with 
the recent announcement of a 
$1.7 million Make it in America 
Challenge grant awarded to a 
group of Appalachian Ohio col-
laborators in a tough competition.  

The Appalachian Partnership 
for Economic Growth (APEG) 
brought together the region’s 
three Local Development Districts 
in their first-ever combined effort 
for federal grant resources.

“Together we were able to create a 
very complex application,” said 
John Molinaro, president and 
CEO of the Appalachian Partner-
ship for Economic Growth.  “We 
wove funding streams from three 
federal agencies into a single 
unified project with a different 
applicant for each agency. It 
was our combined resources that 
brought us success.”

One of only 10 awards made, 
the monies will be invested in 
incumbent worker training for 
the region’s metal fabrication, 
polymers and chemicals indus-
tries, and in the creation of an on-
line inventory of regional facilities 
and land available for new or ex-
panding industry development.  

“A well-trained workforce in 
combination with available job 
sites that are accessible to our 
world-class highway-rail-river 
infrastructure, proximity to locally 
sourced fuel and feedstocks, and 
manufacturing strength in the tar-
get industries will make Appala-
chian Ohio attractive as production 
returns to the U.S., “ said Molinaro.

The projects were designed to 
attract the re-shoring of manu-
facturing from Europe, Asia, the 
Middle East, and Russia.

The grant partners included Local 
Development Districts: OMEGA, 
Buckeye Hills-Hocking Valley Re-
gional Development District, Ohio 
Valley Regional Development
Commission and the Ohio Valley 
Employment Resources.  A grant 
from the Appalachian Regional 
Commission supported the appli-
cation expenses.

Funded through a collaborative 
effort by the U.S. Department of 
Labor’s Employment and Training 
Administration (ETA), the Depart-

ment of Commerce’s Economic 
Development Administration (EDA),
and the Delta Regional Authority, 
the Make it in America Challenge 
is designed to help distressed 
regions build on existing assets, 
promote a competitive envi-
ronment for foreign-owned and 
domestic firms to establish and 
grow their U.S. operations, create 
jobs and develop a skilled work-
force for specific industries. 

“When the Local Development 
Districts asked us to facilitate this 
application we knew it wouldn’t 
be easy,” said Molinaro, “but 
forming a unified Appalachian 
Ohio to compete for economic 
development is what will make us 
successful.  We just demonstrated 
our first big success and I couldn’t 
be more pleased or appreciative 
of everyone’s efforts.” 

A third component of the grant 
request is pending an announce-
ment from the National Institute 
of Standards and Technology 
Manufacturing Extension Partner-
ship.  It focuses on developing 
greater connectivity in regional 
supply chains. 



NELSONVILLE—The Appalachian
Partnership for Economic
Growth has retained the
assistance of three economic
development/real estate 
professionals to identify
developable sites adjacent 
and near the Ohio River. 

This project, according to Mar-
ty Walsh, vice president of pro-
grams for APEG, will continue 
for the rest of the year.

The consultants assisting with 
the effort are:

• Roy Strawser, retire
   from American Electric 
   Power as corporate real 
   estate manager.

• Zachary Holl, formerly with 
   the Voinovich School of 
   Leadership at Ohio
   University as a community 
   development consultant.

• Kim Cline-DeLuca, formerly 
   project manager for 
   Progress Alliance of 
   Jefferson County.

Walsh noted the Ohio River is a 
low cost transportation alternative 
that  represents a marketable
asset for the APEG region.

APEG wants to introduce the river 
to potential new and existing 
companies looking to expand 
and/or locate in Ohio. The river 
follows Ohio’s border for 400 
miles with much potential that 
has been untapped in recent 
years.

The inventory site consultants 
have begun their efforts to identify
property. So far more than 20 
owners have been contacted 

CONSULTANTS HELPING WITH RIVER INVENTORY
to obtain both port and site
information, three new potential 
development sites have been 
identified as well as one new 
barge-permitted site identified.

This is an important part of 
APEG’s marketing portfolio going 
forward, Walsh added. 

Above:  A barge makes it way down the Ohio River.  Inventory site consultants 
have begun their efforts to identify developable sites adjacent and near the 
river.  Below:  Aerial Shot of the 4K Plant



NEW NETWORKING 
GROUP FORMED
NELSONVILLE--The recently 
formed group of Economic 
Development professionals in 
the south central portion of the 
APEG region continues to meet 
and advance the mission of 
education, action and net-
working.

APEG’s role in this initiative, ac-
cording to project manager Katy 
Farber, is to facilitate programs 
of use and importance to local 
partners to better prepare the 
region to capitalize on opportunities.

At the group meeting on Oct. 
15, participants worked on 

HUFFMAN JOINS 
APEG

NELSONVILLE--Laurene Huffman
has joined the Appalachian 
Partnership of Economic Growth, 

understanding and gathering 
the components necessary to 
respond to Request for Informa-
tion/Request for Proposal (RFI/
RFP) documents that come from 
project opportunities through 
JobsOhio.

Lending assistance to that 
conversation were APEG part-
ners at Buckeye Power and 
AEP-Ohio who led a discussion 
about what site selectors and 
companies are looking for in 
a listing and utilizing available 
resources to ensure Ohio In-
Site listings are thorough and 
complete.

“Thanks to the generosity of 
Buckeye Power, we were able 
to sponsor a contest open to 

THE APEG TEAM APEG’s staff is distributed across the region to better serve you. Please feel free to contact 
any of the team for help with your economic or business development needs.

JOHN MOLINARO  President and CEO  OFFICE: (740) 753-5359  MOBILE: (740) 447-1110  EMAIL: jmoIinaro@apeg.com;  MARTY WALSH Vice 
President of Programs for APEG as well as Lead Project Manager for Athens, Hocking, Meigs and Perry counties.  OFFICE: (740) 753-5359 MOBILE: 
(614) 477-6607   EMAIL: mwalsh@apeg.com  KATY FARBER  Lead Project Manager covering Adams, Gallia, Highland, Jackson, Lawrence, Pike, 
Ross, Scioto, Vinton, and counties in southern Ohio.  MOBILE/OFFICE: (937) 763-6758   EMAIL: kfarber@apeg.com  DORINDA BYERS  Manufacturing 
Extension Program (MEP) Coordinator for the entire region and lead project manager for Monroe, Morgan, Noble and Washington Counties  
MOBILE/OFFICE: (740) 680-0612   EMAIL: dbyers@apeg.com  ED LOOMAN  Lead Project Manager in Eastern Ohio for the following counties: 
Belmont, Carroll,  Coshocton, Guernsey,  Harrison, Holmes, Jefferson and Muskingum Counties  MOBILE/OFFICE: (740) 381-4119  EMAIL: 
elooman@apeg.com ANGIE PERRY  Relationship Manager  OFFICE: (740) 753-5359  EMAIL: aperry@apeg.com  JAMEY DIXON Database Specialist 
MOBILE: (740) 856-6340 OFFICE: (740) 753-5359  EMAIL: jdixon@apeg.com

serving as MEP outreach specialist 
for companies with less than 50 
employees.

As outreach specialist, she works 
with companies in all 28 counties 
served by APEG’s MEP effort.

Prior to joining APEG, Huffman 
worked for Washington State 
Community College as the exec-
utive director for Foundation and 
Business Development. She also 
worked as the executive director 
of Workforce Development with 
a particular focus on training 
and development.  Her work
experience also includes Quality 
Management in manufacturing.
You can reach Laurene by 

each county that added new 
or improved existing listings to 
Ohio InSite,” said Farber.

The winner, Gallia County, 
received a one year member-
ship to OEDA. Farber expressed 
her congratulations to Melissa 
Clark! 

Additionally, Scioto and Highland 
counties have gone from zero 
to more than 20 listings since 
July, and significantly contributing 
to the region’s increase in listing 
since July.

The next meeting is scheduled 
for Dec. 10 at The Office Commons 
in Jackson. JobsOhio staff will 
present an update to the local 
partners.

phone at (740) 516-0327 or via 
e-mail at lhuffman@apeg.com.

Huffman has been involved 
in the manufacturing sector 
for more than 19 years.  At 
Washington State, she managed 
and assisted in the delivery of 
customized solutions: job profiling, 
assessments, and planning and 
implementation of training pro-
grams. She holds a B.A. in Human 
Resource Management from 
Marietta College.  

Laurene was born, raised, and 
now lives in beautiful Washington
County. She resides in the
Watertown area with her husband, 
five children, and two dogs.



MEP RESULTS
NELSONVILLE— The Manufacturing
Extension Partnership services 
offered by the Appalachian 
Partnership for Economic Growth 
continue to show growth and 
provide assistance to companies 
throughout 28 southeastern Ohio 
counties.

APEG has partnered with the Ohio 
Development Services Agency to 
provide MEP services. It is the only 
one of JobsOhio’s six regional 
partners to offer such assistance.

John Molinaro, president and 
CEO of APEG, noted in order 
to ensure Ohio’s industrial base 
prospers in the 21st century global
economy, the MEP provides 
products, services and assistance 
dedicated to the productivity, 
growth and global competitive-
ness of state manufacturers.

Since October of 2012, 46 projects 
have been either completed or 
launched with manufacturing
employers with more than 50 
workers. These projects have a 
value of $384,257. Sectors in-
volved include advanced man-
ufacturing, automotive, con-

sumer products and energy as 
well as polymers and chemicals.

In addition, 45 projects have 
involved employers with less 
than 50 workers. Six events have 
been conducted with employers 
in the over 50 category while 
another six have assistance
employers with less than 50.

“Ohio has a rich and renowned 
history of high-level manufacturing. 
MEP’s goal is to facilitate contin-
ued growth and production of 
Ohio-made goods by providing
those services that are essential

NELSONVILLE—Following a strong 
performance in the first half of 
2013, the economy in Appalachian 
Ohio continued to show growth 
during the third quarter.

Employers assisted by the Appa-
lachian Partnership for Economic 
Growth in its 25-county JobsO-
hio region added 151 new and 
vowed to retain 316 during the third 
quarter, according to information 
released today by John Molinaro, 

APEG RESULTS
TO DATE

CEO and president of APEG.

The four projects, which will im-
pact four counties in the APEG 
region, represent an investment 
of $140.3 million, Molinaro added.

“With the economy continuing 
to slow and fewer companies 
expanding their operations, this 
quarter we devoted even more 
effort to retaining the existing jobs 
in the region,” Molinaro pointed 
out. “By linking our JobsOhio 
retention calls with assistance to 
companies through our Manufac-
turing Extension program, we were 

to the advancement and 
strengthening of regional in-
dustry,” said Molinaro. “Our 
region is arriving at a crucial 
moment where the opportunity
for revitalization and sustainable
success in manufacturing is 
achievable in both the short-
term, and for decades to come.  
Our APEG MEP will facilitate 
growth and sustainment of our 
region’s manufacturing base.” 

For more information about MEP 
services, contact Dorinda Byers 
(740) 680-0612 or via e-mail at 
dbyers@apeg.com.

able to help companies save a 
substantial number of jobs that 
we otherwise would have lost.”

The third quarter showing follows 
the first half performance which 
resulted in the creation of 830 
jobs, bringing the year’s total to 
just under 1,000 jobs.

In total, the 25 job-creating or job-
retention projects to date were 
distributed across 14 of the re-
gion’s 25 counties and among 
several economic sectors.

MAGNET
The Manufacturing
Advocacy & Growth 
Network
1768 E. 25th Street
Cleveland  44114
800-699-2267

CIFT
Center for Innovative
Food Technology
5555 Airport Highway
Toledo  43615
877-668-3472

TechSolve
6705 Steger Dr.
Cincinnati  45237
800-345-4482

PolymerOhio, Inc.
155 Commerce Park Dr.
Westerville  43082
614-776-5720

APEG
Appalachian Partnership 
for Economic Growth
36 Public Square
Nelsonville  45764
740-753-5359 (office)



COUNTIES APEG 
SERVES: 
Adams, Athens, Belmont, 
Brown*, Carroll, 
Columbiana*, Coshocton, 
Gallia, Guernsey, Harrison, 
Highland, Hocking, 
Holmes, Jackson, 
Jefferson, Lawrence, 
Meigs, Monroe, Morgan, 
Muskingum, Noble, 
Perry, Pike, Ross, Scioto,
Tuscarawas*, Vinton 
and Washington.

*Manufacturing Extension  
Partnership only

APEG STEPS UP RETENTION EFFORTS
NELSONVILLE---The Appala-
chian Partnership for Economic 
Growth is participating in the 
statewide JobsOhio business re-
tention and expansion effort.

Marty Walsh, vice president of 
programs for APEG, said the 
goal of the effort is to contact 
businesses throughout the re-
gion to collect pertinent in-
formation regarding perfor-
mance, plans for the future and 
workforce issues.

“This information will be ana-

lyzed to recognize opportunities 
and potential threats,” Walsh 
noted. “Further, we also are 
looking to identify trends occur-
ring within employers through-
out our 25-county region.”

He noted the information 
could lead to policy changes 
designed to further enhance 
Ohio’s business climate.

The governor, JobsOhio’s presi-
dent, managing directors of the 
state’s development organi-
zations and JobsOhio network 

partners (like APEG) are working 
to reach their target goals by 
the end of 2013.

In the APEG region, 150 com-
panies have been identified as 
“must see firms” for those par-
ticipating in the effort. 

“APEG staff members have 
made 106 visits so far during the 
year,” Walsh indicated.

More information about the effort 
can be obtained by contacting
Walsh at (740) 753-5359 or via
e-mail at mwalsh@apeg.com.

MAGNET
The Manufacturing
Advocacy & Growth 
Network
1768 E. 25th Street
Cleveland  44114
800-699-2267



APEG ‘INVENTORY’ 
IS GROWING
NELSONVILLE—APEG’s effort to 
build an inventory of available 
buildings and land throughout its 
25-county service area continues 
to show growth.

Marty Walsh, vice president of 
programs for APEG, recently 
reported the total number of 
regional listings in the Ohio One 
system showed an 11 percent 
growth from the end of July to the 
beginning of November.

The region now has 904 listings in the 
system, compared to 852 in July. 
More importantly, the number of 
properties receiving a green light 
in the system increased from 357 
to 474 (a 32 percent growth) during 
the same time period.

Properties receive a green light 
when the Ohio One listing is 
accurate. Having a green light 
means properties can be pre-
matched with project requests.

“I want to thank our local economic
development organizations for 
their assistance in continue to 
build our inventory,” Walsh said. 
“The progress we have made is 
encouraging. We still have room 
for growth, but we are moving in 
the right direction.”

APEG has made the growth of 
Ohio One listings a priority for 
2013. This system is used by site 
selectors and commercial real 
estate brokers across the country.

“Having information on land and 
buildings available really helps 
our effort to bring new projects to 
the region,” Walsh added. “It also 
plays a vital role in our ongoing 
attempt to market the 25 counties 
we serve.”

More information regarding Ohio 
One is available by contacting 
Walsh at (740) 753-5359 or via 
e-mail at mwalsh@apeg.com.

Top:  East Point Business Park, Zanesville, 
Ohio  Bottom Left:  Dan Evans Park, 
Gallia County  Bottom Right:  R.R. 
Donnelly Greenfield.



WALSH ATTENDS
SELECTUSA

NELSONVILLE—Marty Walsh, vice 
president of programs for APEG, 
attended the SelectUSA 2013 
Investment Summit, held recently 
in Washington.

This inaugural event was hosted 
by the U.S. Department of Com-

SITE SELECTORS HEAR STORY OF THE 
REGION
NELSONVILLE--The APEG team 
continues to be a part of JobsOhio
trips to meet with site selectors 
around the country.

In late October, representatives 
from some of the most recog-
nized site selection entities joined 
the JobsOhio network team for 
“Ohio Day” to learn more about 
what Ohio has to offer companies 
looking to expand or relocate.  
Each region participated in the 
program, presenting highlights of 
the strengths and assets of their 
particular region. Project Manager 
Katy Farber represented APEG on 
this most recent trip.  

During 2013, APEG has traveled to 
Atlanta, Chicago, and New York, 
participating in these opportunities
 to meet with key contacts in the 
site selection industry. The response 
to the information our team is
delivering has been very positive, 
generating many questions about 
and new interest in the region as 
a whole.

These trips are increasing the profile 
of the APEG region as a whole, 
and opening new conversations 
with key influencers throughout 
the country who can positively 
influence companies to consider 
our region for economic devel-
opments projects.

merce, International Trade Ad-
ministration, and SelectUSA, as 
part of a U.S. government-wide 
initiative to promote foreign di-
rect investment in the country.

The goal was to connect busi-
nesses and investors from around 
the world with U.S. economic 
development organizations at 
the state, regional and local levels.

Walsh noted President Obama 
addressed nearly 1,500 partici-
pants and pledged his adminis-
tration supports efforts to increase 
foreign direct investment.

The summit facilitated the ex-
change of ideas from top-level 
corporate executives and investors 
from the U.S. and around the 
world, economic development 
organizations and representatives 
from across the country.

Walsh joined JobsOhio represen-
tatives at the event.


